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Important note: 

To be completed with reference to the Reporting Guidance Notes for Project Leaders ï it is 
expected that this report will be about 10 pages in length, excluding annexes   

Submission deadline 30 April 2011 

Darwin Project Information 

Project Ref Number 18002 

Project Title Enhancing taxonomic capacity to underpin tropical 
biodiversity conservation (SE Asia) 

Country(ies) Thailand, Cambodia, and Lao PDR 

UK Contract Holder Institution Harrison Institute 

Host country Partner Institution(s) Prince of Songkla University, Thailand 

Other Partner Institution(s) Royal University of Phnom Penh, Cambodia; National 
University of Laos, Lao PDR 

Darwin Grant Value £189,895 

Start/End dates of Project April, 2010-October, 2013 

Reporting period (1 Apr 200x to 
31 Mar 200y) and annual report 
number (1,2,3..) 

1 April, 2010-31 March, 2011 

Project Leader Name Paul Bates 

Project website http://www.harrison-
institute.org/research/CRM_R3_Darwin_taxonomic%2
0network.html  

Author(s) and main contributors, 
date 

Paul Bates and Harrison team, UK; Dr Chutamas 
Satasook, Thailand; Dr Neil Furey, Cambodia 

1. Project Background :  

The project seeks to address the shortage of taxonomic capacity in mainland SE Asia by 
developing: 

¶ the Prince of Songkla University (PSU), Hat Yai, Thailand (7°00ôN 100°28ôE) as a 
national and international centre of excellence in taxonomic research and training in Old 
World tropical biodiversity. This is to be achieved by (1) training two staff members to 
PhD level and one student to MSc level (in taxonomic research methods of mammals 
and birds); (2) facilitating international collaboration for other staff members working on 
the taxonomy of different faunal groups (amphibians, entomology and palaeontology); 
(3) hosting international training workshops and conferences; (4) promoting field 
research; (5) enhancing research collections and (6) providing an extensive digital 
library of taxonomic/ecological papers and books in pdf format. 

¶ regional taxonomic capacity in two collaborating institutions, the Royal University of 

Phnom Penh (RUPP) in Cambodia (11°35ôN 104°55ôE) and the National University of 

Laos (NUoL) in Lao PDR (17°59ôN 102°38ôE) by (1) training one member of staff from 
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each institution to PhD level; (2) encouraging other staff/students of RUPP and NUoL to 
participate in Darwin field studies and training workshops; (3) developing regional and 
international academic linkages; (4) enhancing research collections and (5) providing 
access to digital libraries of taxonomic/biodiversity publications 

¶ an international on-line taxonomic network, the Afro-Asian Taxonomic Network, linking 
institutions and individuals working on aspects of taxonomy in mainland SE Asia with 
experts and other students worldwide (Fig. 1). 

2. Project Partnerships  

The Harrison Institute is the lead institution in the UK. It has a close and longstanding relation-
ship with the Prince of Songkla University (PSU), Thailand, which is the lead institution in SE 
Asia. During the first year of the project (2010-2011), outputs of this partnership included: 

¶ Training and co-supervision of three PhD students at PSU - Mr Pipat Soisook from 
PSU, Thailand, Mr Ith Saveng from RUPP, Cambodia, and Mr Bounsavane 
Douangboubpha from NUoL, Lao PDR ï all studying aspects of bat taxonomy (details 
of the students, including those below, can be accessed through www.harrison-
institute.org/research/CRM_R3_Darwin_taxonomic%20network.html )   

¶ Co-supervision of one PhD student, 
Ms Ariya Dejtaradol, from PSU, 
studying bird taxonomy at the 
University of Ulm, Germany with 
field work in SE Asia  

¶ Training and co-supervision of one 
MSc student, Ms Uraiporn Pimsai, 
from PSU who is studying rodent 
taxonomy 

Fig. 1. Afro-AsianTaxonomic Network website www.harrison-institute.org/afro_asian/index.html was launched in 
January, 2011 to promote taxonomic research in SE Asia and throughout the Old World tropics. 

Fig. 2. Some of the 46 attendees from 8 countries who took part in 
the bird workshop hosted at PSU in July, 2010 - the workshop 
included 14 presentations and a day of practical training.  

http://www.harrison-institute.org/research/CRM_R3_Darwin_taxonomic%20network.html
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¶ Co-hosting two workshops, one on bat echolocation, GIS, and computer mapping in 
July, 2010 and one on  bird research and conservation in October, 2010 (Figs. 2 & 8) 

¶ Co-authoring and publishing 4 scientific papers (for details see Table 2) 

¶ Co-writing the Afro-Asian Taxonomic Network website www.harrison-
institute.org/afro_asian/index.html (see page 2 of this report) (Fig. 1). 

Harrison Institute (HI) management structure: there are four staff members working on the 
project, Dr Paul Bates is the project co-ordinator and is responsible for all aspects of the 
project, especially those relating to project design, the supervision of students, and ensuring 
that tasks are completed on time; Dr Nikky Thomas is an academic supervisor of the students 

and researcher; Mr Malcolm Pearchôs 
primary role is the administration of the 
project but is also involved in various 
aspects of the research; Beatrix Lanzinger is 
compiling the digital library, which currently 
includes 1728 pdfs.  

Prince of Songkla University (PSU) 
management structure: Dr Chutamas 
Satasook, Dean of Science and Director of 
the Natural History Museum (Fig. 3) is the 
coordinator of the project (budget and over-
all supervision) at PSU; Dr Sara Bumrungsri 
is responsible for the supervision of three 
PhD and one MSc student at PSU.  

Dr Swen Renner at the University of Ulm is 
responsible for the supervision of the fourth 
PhD student, who is partly based in Germany 
for training and academic supervision and 
partly in SE Asia for field research. 

Royal University of Phnom Penh (RUPP) 
management structure: Dr Neil Furey of Fauna 
& Flora International (FFI Cambodia) co-
supervises Ith Saveng, the PhD student from 
RUPP. Neil also co-ordinates field work in 
Cambodia and provides a link with senior 
members of the academic staff of RUPP.  

National University of Laos (NUoL) management structure: currently there is no interaction with 
senior members of NUoL. All planning is carried out through the NUoL PhD student, Mr 
Bounsavane Douangboubpha.  

In general, the management structure works well. It relies on personal contact (primarily visits 
to SE Asia by Paul Bates, Nikky Thomas, and Malcolm Pearch), telephone conversations and 
e-mail. In 2011, we intend to develop a closer relationship with senior members of NUoL to 
ensure that the best possible results are obtained in Lao PDR.  

The project has developed new links and enhanced existing ones. These include: 

Fig. 3. In November, 2010, Dr Chutamas Satasook, Dean 
of Science of Prince of Songkla University (PSU) and co-
ordinator of the project in Thailand visited the Harrison 
Institute for discussions with Malcolm Pearch (centre) and 
Dr Paul Bates (right). 

Fig. 4. Dr Nikky Thomas of the Harrison Institute with Dr 
Sara Bumrungsri (far left) and Pipat Soisook (left) of the 
Prince of Songkla University (PSU) on a field trip in 
peninsular Thailand in October, 2010 

http://www.harrison-institute.org/afro_asian/index.html
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¶ In the UK, a supporting partnership 
with the Natural History Museum, 
Tring for hosting a month-long 
student study visit by Darwin student 
Ms Ariya Dejtaradol in March, 2011 

¶ In the USA with Texas Tech 
University for a 5 year project, which 
includes as one of its four priority 
areas the taxonomy of SE Asian bat 
species - this project, which is 
supported by the National Science 
Foundation, commenced in March, 
2011 
http://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/sho
wAward.do?AwardNumber=1051363  

¶ In Malaysia, with SEABCRU (SE 
Asian Bat Conservation & Research 
Unit) for training in bat ecology. 
Darwin student Ith Saveng joined a 
course in Krau Wildlife Reserve in 
May, 2010. His participation was 
jointly supported by SEABCRU, the 
Critical Ecosytems Partnership Fund 
and the Darwin (Fig. 5). 

¶ In Hungary for hosting a student 
study visit by Darwin student Pipat 
Soisook in August, 2010 to the 
mammal collection of the Hungarian Natural History Museum; also field training of Ith 
Saveng in Cambodia in February, 2011 

¶ In Poland, for training Dr Nikky Thomas in 3-
dimensional morphometric modelling at the Museum 
and Institute of Zoology, Polish Academy of Sciences 
30 January to 4 February, 2011. 

¶ In Vietnam for developing collaboration in taxonomic 
research with the Vietnam-Russia Tropical Centre 
(part of the Severtsov Institute of Ecology and 
Evolution/ Russian Academy of Sciences)  

¶ In Cambodia, with Fauna & Flora International 
(Darwin projects 14-037 and EIDPO028) and the 
Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund for co-
developing taxonomic capacity within the Royal 
University of Phnom Penh 

¶ In Myanmar, with the University of Mandalay to 
promote trans-border taxonomic research and 
training (Fig. 6). 

 

The project has a link with the Thailand CBD focal point, Dr 
Sirikul Bunpapong, and is supporting Thailand, Cambodia, and Lao PDR to meets their 
commitments to the CBD by teaching skills directly relevant to Articles 7, 12, 13, 17, and 18 
and the Global Taxonomy Initiative of the CBD. 

Fig. 6. Dr (Ms) Moe Moe Aung of the 
University of Mandalay (centre) learning 
taxonomic research methods from Pipat 
Soisook of PSU (front right). Also present 
are Ith Saveng (RUPP) (back left) and Mr 
Pushpa from Nepal (back centre).  

Fig. 5. Darwin PhD student Ith Saveng of RUPP (far right) took 
part in an ecological training workshop in Malaysia in May, 
2010, supported by SEABCRU, CEPF, and Darwin. 

http://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward.do?AwardNumber=1051363
http://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward.do?AwardNumber=1051363
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3. Proje ct progress /  3.1 Progress in carrying out project activities  

Output 1 ï the development of the Prince of Songkla University (PSU) as a centre for 

taxonomic training. This has proceeded per schedule and with many additional outputs and 
activities.  

Indicator 1 (all activities as planned) - All four PhD students and one additional MSc student 
have:  
(1) finalised their research topics and appointed local and international supervisors  
(2) collated literature and commenced gathering data in the field (in Cambodia and Thailand) 
and in Museum collections (Germany, Hungary, Thailand and UK)  
(3) have taken part in training programmes in field, laboratory and museum techniques in 
Cambodia, Germany, and Thailand 
(4) have their own dedicated websites accessed through www.harrison-
institute.org/research/CRM_R3_Darwin_taxonomic%20network.html  

Indicator 2 (activities considerably exceed plans) - Darwin project staff and students have 
already published  
(1) three taxonomic papers in international journals with Darwin students as first author (Fig. 7) 
(2) have contributed as co-authors to one other scientific paper  
(3) Paul Bates, the project co-ordinator, has written one editorial and two articles outlining (inter 
alia) the aims and scope of the Darwin project (available at www.harrison-
institute.org/STUK1_Harrison_Inst_PRO[1].pdf and www.harrison-
institute.org/2._STUK1_P_Bates_ATL[1]final.pdf ) 
 

Indicator 3 (activities as planned) - PSU hosted two international workshops relating to the 
Darwin project, namely: 
(1) a training workshop in collaboration with the University of Bristol on bat echolocation, GIS, 
and computer mapping (26-28 July, 2010) 
(2) a bird workshop, Bird research and conservation in SE Asia, (lectures and practicals) with 
14 speakers from nine universities and institutes in Asia, Africa and Europe (21-22 October, 
2010). The 46 attendees from eight countries included students from a range of universities in 

Fig. 7. One of four papers on bat taxonomy authored by Darwin students in 2010-2011, three of which (including the 
above example) are first authored by the students. All are published in international journals (see Table 2). 
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